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We wish our
readers a
peaceful year
in 2015. 

May you face
your
difficulties
with courage
and prayer
and take time
to enjoy the
simple things
of life.

HAPPY NEWYEAR



Editorial
Dear Readers,

Before Christmas I had an interesting discussion with an Italian lady, a Dominican,

on the subject of itinerancy and what it might mean for Lay Dominicans. Fr Rui

Lopez OP spoke about Freedom and Itinerancy in the talk he gave us at the

Dominican Family Meeting in September 29th last. Most Dominicans think of

itinerancy as the freedom to leave one’s home and move from place to place preaching

the Word of God, willingly taking up assignations in obedience to their superiors.

This type of itinerancy is not always an option for Lay Dominicans who have

spouses and families, homes and jobs. The itinerancy he spoke of was:

•  the willingness to move from your customary place at the table; 

•  to have your shower at night to ease the time pressure for others in the morning; 

•  to be gracious to the person who takes what you consider to be your seat in church; 

•  to drop what you are doing and answer your neighbours call for assistance. 

In these small ways you build up an inner confidence, freedom and detachment

from worldly goods and activities which give you comfort and a sense of belonging.

On receiving that inner call you free yourself to be available to attend to another

person, or to respond to some situation in which you can be of assistance.

— Anne Marie Lee

(Contributions may be emailed to <amfsweeneylee @hotmail.com> 
or posted to: Anne Marie Lee, 48 Allen Park Road, Stillorgan, Co Dublin)
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ECLDF ECLDF 

On October third and fourth the new
European Council of Lay Dominican
Fraternities (ECLDF) gathered for the
first time in Huissen, The
Netherlands. The priory of the friars
here is one of the places nominated for
the next Assembly. 
The Council was warmly welcomed by
the friars. It was also a great
opportunity for the Council members
to get to know each other better. 
During their meetings the Council
looked back at the assembly in
Bologna: what were the decisions
made, what assignments and tasks
could be formulated? And they
thought about what plans could be
made for the next years.

PrPraaying ying TToogethergether

Vespers on Friday evening was
celebrated together with some
members of the Dutch Lay Dominican
Fraternity (DLN). After vespers there
was a meeting between the Council
and the Dutch Laity. After a short,

mutual introduction, it was very
interesting to compare and exchange
experiences of Dominican life from
different cultural, personal and
political situations. The Dutch Lay
Dominicans were interested to hear
about the situation in Norway, Russia,
Slovakia and France. They shared with
the ECLDF members experiences with
formation and common life.
The Council asked the members of the
DLN what they expect from the
Council and what the Council could

European News
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L-R: Ruth Anne Henderson, Italy, Eva Zudorova, Slovakia, Leny Beemer, The Netherlands,
Aksel Misje, Oslo, Olga Rozhmikova province of Ukraine-Russia, Arnaud Kientz province

of France. Standing in the background is Jean Michel Solent, France. 
Giving the blessing is Fr Rui Lopez OP, general promoter.

do for the DLN. This is a question the
Council wants to ask all the European
Lay Dominican Fraternities. The
Dutch delegation told the Council
members that the ECLDF is an
important link for them to the
international Order.

ECLDF meets DLNECLDF meets DLN

Through the ECLDF the laity is
internationally represented and the
Council can actively inform all Lay
Fraternities about important issues.
They can also support local initiatives
by bringing those initiatives to a
European level, as they did recently
with the appeal for Iraq from the
French province. 

Image of St Dominic Image of St Dominic 

The Pilgrim Image of St Dominic is
also highly appreciated by the DLN.
Personal encounter is important and
this was a good thing to do. The
ECLDF is pre-eminently the body who
can take the initiative here. The DLN
suggested writing a prayer together.
Every province or vicariate can write
one or two sentences and forward the
concept-prayer to the next province or
vicariate meeting.
The whole evening went by far too fast,
and then it was time to say good-bye;
but we know as brothers and sisters we
will stay together in prayer with St
Dominic. ■
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The The Alzheimer CafAlzheimer Cafee
concept econcept expands andxpands and
grgroows in popularity inws in popularity in
IrIrelandeland

The Alzheimer Café concept continues
to grow in popularity in Ireland with
the launch today (November 6th, 2014)
of a new Alzheimer Cafe in Dublin.
This brings to approximately 13 the
number of café’s across Ireland. On
hand to launch the new Alzheimer
Café, which will be based in North

Dublin, was Fair City star Rose
Henderson who stars as ‘Val’ in the
popular soap. Rose’s father has
Alzheimer’s and she has attended the
first Alzheimer Café which was
established in Donnybrook. 

About About Alzheimer CaféAlzheimer Café

The first Alzheimer Cafe was started in
1997 in the Netherlands by Dr Bere
Miesen. He was frustrated that health
and social care students were not
taught more about the invisible

Alzheimer Cafes

Fair City star launches new Alzheimer Café



(emotional) aspects of
having and living with
´dementia (e.g. fear,
anger, helplessness,
stress, long-term
grieving, guilt,
adapting, coping and
communication, and
difficulties admitting
to the need for and
asking for help). That
meant that people
received some type of
help, but were
missing out on
support for other
essential issues. He
decided to try to
change this and invited people he knew,
and anyone else interested, to attend
the first Alzheimer Café at the
University of Leiden. Since then, the
concept has been developed in a
number of countries including the UK
and Ireland.

First in IrFirst in Irelandeland

The first Alzheimer Café in Ireland was
set up in Donnybrook in 2012. Amongst
the topics for discussion at that café
included ‘Living Well with Dementia’: 

• How is Dementia Diagnosed? 

• The Caring Role; and 

• Who can I turn to for help?

Dominican SistersDominican Sisters
CabrCabraa

The Dominican Sisters Cabra have set
up the newest Alzheimer Café in Santa
Sabina House on the grounds of the
Dominican Campus on the Navan
Road. It will run on the first Thursday
of every month from 7pm to 9pm and a
number of different themes will be
explored at the meetings. The Café is
free of charge and relies on the support
of volunteers to run them. 
________________________________

For further information please contact:
Orla Benson Communications Officer
Dominican Sisters Cabra
Tel: 087 8033262
www.alzheimercafe.ie
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Acts of the SecondActs of the Second
InternaInternational Congrtional Congressess
of the Laof the Lay Dominicany Dominican
FFrraaternitiesternities
Buenos Buenos AirAires,es, ArArgentina 2007gentina 2007

by Fr Jerry Stookey OP

The Master’s recent letter on the
preparation of the 800th Anniversary
of the foundation of the nuns reminded
me of the Second Vatican Council’s
calling us back to our roots and original
preaching charism. As Fr Carlos wrote:
‘Let us walk, faithful to the love we had
at first.’ Are we faithful to that first
love we felt when we began to know
Christ and when we first began to walk
in the way of the preachers? Let’s go
back to what we always have been and
are still suppose to be: PREACHERS! 
As the Letter to the Romans (10:14) asks:
how will they hear without a preacher?
How will there be any preaching, unless
people are sent and actually go out and
preach? And how would anyone go out
and preach until they know what they
believe, and they clearly identify
themselves as a preacher. And then, wise
as serpents (Mt 10:16) we must go out and
find a myriad of ways to preach. 

It is true that one
cannot give what one
does not have. And likewise it is true
that if we who have preaching, or who
are preachers and call ourselves an
Order of Preachers, then we ought to
give what we do have! Go and preach! 
Timothy Radcliffe has often
emphasised that we Dominicans are
essentially missionaries, perhaps the
very first truly missionary religious
order of the Church. So being a
Dominican preacher is not something
for ourselves or a vocation for saving
my own soul, although that will
hopefully be the result at the end.
Rather, being a Dominican preacher is
for others, something directed
outwards in mission. 
In other words, not self-centred, but
other-directed. In order to truly
celebrate our 800th anniversary, I
suggest we emphasise our being a
religious Order of Preachers just as
much as we have emphasised being
Dominicans in recent history. 
That is, the love we had at first was not
about being followers of Dominic de
Guzman, but above all followers of
Jesus Christ. When the Order of

EXTRACTS FROM:

Opening Address of the
Lay Dominican Congress
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Preachers first began to walk faithfully,
we might equally have been called
‘Diegans’ instead of ‘Dominicans’
because it was Bishop Diego of Osma
who initially led the preaching project,
as our Dominican historian Sr Barbara
Beaumont has stated.
Too often, being Dominicans is
folkloric in a way (although I do not
mean to put down our wonderful
traditions of black and white, and cute
dogs with torches!). But what is rather
essential is being ‘An Order of
Preachers’, and not just Dominicans.
We Dominicans run the same risk that
a lot of Catholics face, namely, we
could almost completely forget the
initial project, the love we believers
had at first, or the original message of
God’s love for all which Jesus preached.
And instead, we could simply focus on
the cultural beauty of being a Christian
or a Dominican. 
We end up as devotional Christians
and Dominicans, but not very deeply
vocational preachers, like Jesus and
Dominic were! In fact, the word
‘Dominican’, as lovely as it is, helps
keep us inactive, keeps us neutral,
allows us to focus on my being one.
But the word ‘preacher’ is something
very active, and cannot be used as a
simple identity, but rather signifies that
I must be preaching to others and not
just to myself. So, like Jesus and his
follower Dominic de Guzman, we no
longer live for ourselves but for Him
and for others. 

InternaInternationaltional
Commission Commission 

So, thank God, the Order of Preachers

has formed a new International
Commission on Preaching, which
includes men and women preachers
from different branches of our Family.
May they assist us during the Jubilee
Anniversary in repeatedly asking the
daily perennial question: ‘How is our
preaching doing?’
For there is an urgency of the Gospel
being preached that we cannot afford
to ignore. As Ruben reminded us in his
reflection at morning prayer, the world
is full of suffering and many needs. You
might say, the world is waiting for us
preachers. But will the preachers be
sent? How will the world ever hear, if
there is no one prepared and sent to
preach? 
Many in the world do not know or
believe in Jesus the Christ. And still
many more who have heard of him or
even profess to follow him, do not
believe in what he preached. 
Jesus went out of his way to tell the
synagogue and the whole world that
God is love and that all people are
created in love by God and that all
God’s creatures are loved by God. 

BibBiblical Justicelical Justice
BibBiblical Plical Peaceeace

Every human on planet earth is your
brother or sister! This is the preaching
that does justice. Not justice as if it was
a political campaign or a workers’ union
or an ideology. But biblical justice which
defends the equal rights of every person:
they are your brothers and sisters,
whether you like them or not, and they
are loved by God, even if others do not
love them, and all people are children of
God as Jesus preached, especially those
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whom we love to exclude and hate:
widows, orphans, lepers, the sick,
women and children, foreigners, and
even tax collectors and soldiers 
But this is the preaching that also
makes peace. Not peace as if it was a
political solution or a pacifist
movement or a philosophy, but,
biblical peace which means love and
compassion even for our enemies. 
In Christ you cannot kill your enemy.
When we are in Christ, murder is
really fratricide, for every time one is
killed, it is your brother or sister that
is being killed. Of course we have
enemies, and evil people really do
exist. But these are still our brothers
and sisters who are mistaken, and
only our love, compassion,
forgiveness, and hard prayer and
preaching might bring them to
conversion. Peace and justice are the
preacher’s basic message of Christ:
God loves all people equally and they
are all your brothers and sisters as
children of God, and therefore you
may not kill any of them, not even
your enemies. I don’t think the world
hears this message, or that we preach
it clearly enough. 

PrPreachers eachers TToogethergether

It is a difficult task to be a faithful
preacher. It requires companions. Do
not attempt to preach alone! There is
no such thing as a lone Dominican –
we are the company of preachers, the
companions in preaching, a
community and family of preachers. 
It takes prayer companions to do this.
It requires classmates or colleagues
with whom to study and learn. It will
need support and fraternal correction
and organization, for the world is not
naïve about organizing against the
message of God’s love. Even Jesus
commented on this: how can the
enemies and evildoers be so good at
their wickedness and be so skilled at
doing harm, while we faithful
preachers do not get our act together,
remain disorganised and unprepared!
Jesus pushed his disciples to organise,
not agonize! 
And all of this is the work of this
Congress, so that we might be more
effective, faithful preachers to the
world, in the manner of St Dominic. n
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• Do we need prayer today? 
• Why should we pray? 
• Does anyone hear us? 
• Would I get on without prayer?
Prayer: do we need prayer today? 
The world seems to suggest that we do
not need prayer. We are all self-
sufficient. We can procure what we
want under our own steam. We don’t
want handouts. My own feeling is that
we need something to guide us in our
day-to-day living. I sometimes feel that
I am only just living, or should I say
existing. I am running from one set of
problems to another. I get up in the
morning, have breakfast, get into the
car and drive away in order to spend
some time trying to earn a few extra
bob so that I can provide some extras
to make life more bearable. Lunchtime
comes, eat it up quick because I need
to be back home to cut the grass or
some other job that I think is
important. Home, sit in front of the
telly, dose off. Wake up to do the jobs,
tea time, more telly and away to bed. 
As you can see I am retired. As a lay
Dominican I try to add prayer to my

life. I say Morning
Prayer, I don’t find
it easy – these psalms
do not seem to have
any reference to my
life. Nevertheless, with constant
repetition, certain words start to bring
thoughts into my mind – ‘Lord come to
my aid’ – yes, I need someone to come
to my aid. I need help to solve a
problem: What was I going to do with
‘so-and-so’ who was giving me hassle?
And then my mind would go off trying
to find a solution to my problem. But
on reflection ‘so-and-so’ had a point
and maybe I should look at seeing my
problem from their point of view.
Maybe I am a bit naive, but is this not
prayer – I am asking for aid. The Lord
puts into my mind a charitable thought
that I should consider the other
person’s point of view. 
I meet ‘so-and-so’, and instead of being
full of my own importance in trying to
get my point across I encourage ‘so-and-
so’ to present his point of view, but also
point out in love my own point of view.
What happens? We both reflect further,
and neither of us sticks to our original
point of view because we see good and
bad points in each other’s points of
view; and then we come up with a better
solution that we both agree to. But was
my ‘distraction’ not really a prayer?
I think I have answered all my
questions above ‘Why should we pray?’
Yes, to get answers to the day-to-day
problems of life. ‘Does anyone hear us?’
yes the Lord hears us and prompts us
to do the right thing. ‘Would we get on
without prayer?’ I don’t think so,
prayer can make us look at our lives
and review where we are. ■
– John O’Brien
St Martin de Porres Chapter

P R A Y E R



Websites:
friars: http://www.Dominicanfriars.ie Contemplative Nuns: www.DominicanNuns.ie
Apostolic Sisters: www.DominicanSisters.ie Dominican Laity: www.LayDominicans.ie

The designated person for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults in the Dominican Province is: Fr
Vincent Travers OP, St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght Village, Dublin 24. Tel: 01 4048118
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A A TTestimonestimony and any and an
Appeal fAppeal for Iror Iraqaq
The European council of Lay
Dominican Fraternities (ECDLF)
appeals to all Dominican lay
fraternities to make a concrete and
active commitment in welcoming Iraqi
refugee families and responding to the
various calls of the threatened
populations. This urgent call is
initiated by the chapter of the French
Dominican laity, which took place from
the 22nd to the 25th of August. 
There were almost 700 Dominican lay
brothers and sisters in Iraq and their
situation is particularly complex and
difficult. After leaving Mosul, leaving
all their belongings, they fled to
Karakoch, to be protected by the
Kurdish army. Before the Islamist
advance, and in the light of little
interest for them, the Kurds have left

the city, forcing them to flee to
Kurdistan.
Their situation is complex and
difficult. They feel they are treated as
second class humans. They have
precarious conditions of housing, an
excessive cost and the Islamic state has
seized their identity papers.
French Initiative
The chapter of the Dominican laity of
the Province of France therefore took a
resolution to commit themselves
materially to help Iraqi lay people.
They call on all Dominican lay
fraternities to make a concrete and
active commitment in welcoming Iraqi
refugee families and responding to the
various calls of the threatened
populations. They consider it their
duty to respond to the appeal of the
Church, by asking us to help all the
victims of the persecutions.
The French lay Dominicans are writing:

Today we have to collect funds to help
those who wish and are able to leave the
country, pay for the journey, but also to
accommodate them and feed them until
they gain political refugee status, and so
receive the help associated with this
status. As far as you are able, can you take
similar initiatives to help them, or to help
us to collect donations thanks to the
following link of the Province of France?

http://www.op.org/en/content/help-iraq-0#

International News


