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Obituary
Fr Martin Crowe OP

Father Martin Crowe’s many old friends in
Portugal were greatly saddened to hear of his
death on 11th August. We knew him as a
man of sunny disposition, always ready with a
word of advice and good cheer in response to our
problems even when these were recited at great
length over the phone, as was so often the case in recent years.
Martin Crowe first came to Portugal as a very young Dominican brother in the
1960s. He joined the busy community of Irish Dominicans at Corpo Santo in
central Lisbon and on some occasions joined his Portuguese confrère, Brother
Anthony, on visits to the community’s wine-producing house at Lumiar, just north of
the town. Few people will remember nowadays that the Irish Dominicans had a
thriving “sideline” in this country for many decades, producing altar wine for export to
Ireland. Brother Anthony was largely responsible for wine production and our
photo shows him with a very young Brother Martin Crowe in the quality control
laboratory at Lumiar.
After some years in Portugal Brother Martin returned to Ireland to study for the
priesthood and he remained there after ordination. But the pull of Portugal was
strong and eventually he returned as a priest to minister once again to his many
friends here and to make new friends in our ever-changing parish community.
Ill health forced Father Martin Crowe to return to Ireland some thirteen years
ago but his great devotion to Our Lady of Fatima was a strong pull and for over a
decade he came each October to join in the celebrations at Fatima.
We will miss his warmth and his friendship, his frequent phone calls to one or other
of us, and above all, the ready smile which shone on his face from morning to night.
Rest in peace, Father Martin.
– Patricia Lamb, St Thomas Aquinas Chapter, Lisbon, Portugal
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Editorial
The Lands of
Dominic

Dear Readers,
Over the past number of years two
companions and I have visited places
where St Dominic lived, taught or
preached. As in walking in the footsteps
of Jesus in and around the Holy Lands,
following the path of St Dominic
physically through Spain and France,
gives one a sense of the man and his
purpose, greater than one can absorb
from books and lectures.
The trip began in Carcassonne, from
there we went to the Dominican convent
at Prouille and stayed at the guest
house. Frère Joseph-Thomas Pini OP
took us up to Fanjeaux and described
how the village would have been in the
time of St Dominic; a bustling town, a
type of fortress with a moat and wall
surrounding it against attack. We looked
down on the road built across Spain by
the Romans from the Mediterranean to

the Atlantic
Ocean. Later
we joined two
friars and a
nun with a
couple of lay people at vespers (the
chanting was magnificent) before
returning to Prouille for supper. The
photo is of the stain glass window in the
chapel of the house where Dominic is
believed to have stayed when he was in
charge of the Christian community in
Fanjeaux. It depicts events from the life
of Dominic.
We travelled to Toulouse where we were
disappointed that Pierre Seilhan’s house
was not open to visitors that week. This
house was gifted to Dominic, and this
gift made it possible for him to start a
community of Friars. We went to St
Thomas Aquinas’ tomb in the Jacobean
Church nearby.
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On

arrival in Spain Fr Jesus Martin OP
welcomed us in Caleruega and shared
some of his vast knowledge of Dominican
history with us. We visited the convent,
the church and the tower. The Stain
glass window of the tower depicts Jane
reading to her three sons, Anthony,
Manus and the youngest Dominic.
We visited Aza again where Dominic’s
Mother, Blessed Jane, was born and
raised. The church has had a
considerable amount of very tasteful
restoration done since our last visit.
Unfortunately we were not allowed to
take photos.

ornate parish
church. Here we
were accosted by
an elderly local
gentleman who
enthusiastically
explained the
history to us in
Spanish. The
fact that we
didn’t
understand most of what he said didn’t
seem to concern him.
I would strongly encourage you to take
any opportunity to visit these places.
One gets a true sense of life in Dominic’s
time, the distances he walked and the
pressures he felt in carrying out his
mission to spread knowledge of the
Christian Faith.
- Anne Marie Lee

We went to the sleepy village of Gumiel
where Dominic was sent to study
grammar, Latin and music with his
uncle, the Parish Priest. This is the
house he lived in across from the very

Contributions may be emailed to > amfsweeneylee @hotmail.com <
Or posted to: Anne Marie Lee, 48 Allen Park Road, Stillorgan, Co Dublin
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European
News

During the weekend of 10 12 July 2015, the second
Provincial Chapter for Lay
Dominican Fraternities in
the Province of St Albert
the Great of Southern
Germany and Austria
convened for its
constituent meeting in the
Dominican Priory of the
Holy Cross (Heilig-Kreuz
Kloster) in Augsburg. The Fraternities
of Bamberg, Graz, Freiburg and
Landsberg each sent two delegates. In
addition, two members of groups in
(re-) formation (Regensburg and
Vienna), three members of the previous
Council and Arnaud Kientz from the
ECLDF as an invited guest attended
the convention and provided their
advice.

All participants were welcomed by the
Provincial Promotor Fr Paul
Schäfersküpper, who also took part in
the first session. After hearing and
discussing the reports on the work of
the former Council and approving its
actions, the assembly deliberated
extensively upon the urgent tasks of
the upcoming election period.
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Report on the Assembly
of Lay Dominicans, UK
Leicester
4 July 2015
(Extract)
The Lay Dominicans of the UK had
an Assembly on 4th July 2015 in the
Dominican Priory, Leicester. For the
second time it was an Assembly
‘new style’: only one day, with a
good guest speaker and less talking
about council subjects. The ECLDF
was invited to be present at this
Assembly. Leny Beemer- de Vos,
president of the ECLDF, came to
Leicester for this meeting.
The Promoter General of the
Dominican Laity, Fr Rui Lopes OP,
could not come as he was in Brazil
at the time. Therefore his assistant,
Ruth Anne Henderson, former
ECLDF president, came on his
behalf. We travelled together by
train (Leny and Ruth-Anne) from
Birmingham Airport.

Leny Beemer-deVos

lay Dominicans from Cornwall, and
Peter Kilty, president of the UK Lay
Dominicans, to have dinner together in
W ith Old F riends
a bustling Italian restaurant. From that
The welcome in the afternoon of the
moment all the ice was broken.
3rd of July was heart-warming. Ten of
What a surprise meeting some ‘old’
the UK Lay Dominicans were already
friends – some Lay Dominicans from
in Leicester, some of them in the same the UK we had met before at several
hotel where Ruth Anne and I stayed.
European ECLDF assemblies.
We had only time to put our baggage in
Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP was invited
our room, because we were invited by
for the Assembly to give two talks: one
Conchita Dunn, one of the organising
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Fr T Radcliff
in the morning about the significance
of the human body (responding to the
Albigensians today), and one in the
afternoon about the Word of God.
After each talk Fr Timothy wandered
around among the audience in the hall
and, as people thought of comments or
questions, he engaged with each
personally, while still bringing in
everyone else, so the whole room was
discussing his points together in no
time. He is a very inspiring speaker and
is able to draw everybody within the
subjects he is talking about in such a
way that you easily think and speak
yourself about how you see and
experience things.
– Leny Beemer-deVos,
ECLDF president

The youngest and the oldest
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Dominican
Itinerancy

Some views on
Dominican
Itinerancy
Santa Sabina, 24 May 2003
Memorial of the
Translation of our
Father Saint Dominic
BY

Carlos Azpiroz Costa OP
(An extract from the 16,000 word
document)

When we were young we enjoyed
hearing or reading real or imagined
stories. Many of these began with the
usual ‘Once upon a time …’
Acknowledging the difference, when the
Gospel is announced, following Jesus on
his Way, we normally start the reading
saying: ‘At that time …’
Blessed Jordan, with the freshness of the
disciple, as if wanting us to fall in love
again with our origins, writes in his
Libellus:
“At that time, it happened that Alphonse,
King of Castile, was making plans for a
marriage between his son Ferdinand and a
princess of the Marches. He approached
the Bishop of Osma and asked that he
consent to arrange the matter. The bishop
agreed to the king’s request and (…) took
with him the man of God, Dominic, the

sub-prior of his church and setting out on
his journey, they reached Toulouse.”
In his History of Saint Dominic, MarieHumbert Vicaire, by means of different
historical arguments, writes that this
invitation of Alphonse VIII to the
Bishop of Osma was made around midMay 1203. The renowned French
biographer, following Jordan, concludes:
“The bishop immediately set out on his
journey, taking with him Dominic. It
was mid-October 1203. This was 800
years ago.”

Lif e-Changer
This is not the place nor the appropriate
time to enter into details, nor dwell on a
complete historical and chronological
analysis. We know, however, that this
journey changed the lives of these two
friends forever. In fact, as soon as they
crossed the Pyrenees, these two men of
God could see for themselves a fact
that, up to that time, they only knew by
hearsay: the challenge of the dualism of
Manichean origin which had become
profoundly rooted in that region
through different groups and sects. As
an eloquent example of the impact this
new reality made on both travelers,
Jordan tells us of the famous episode of
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the innkeeper:
At the inn where they found shelter in
Toulouse, Dominic spent the entire
night fervently exhorting and zealously
arguing with the heretical innkeeper,
who, no longer able to resist the
wisdom and the spirit that spoke,
returned by God’s grace to the true
faith.
The ‘marriage mission’ we know would
have them make another journey, which
turned out to be a failure. A failure?
Yes, but full of new life. This is what
Jordan of Saxony says:
“God had planned to reap other benefits
from this journey, since, as events proved,
it paved the way for a more excellent
marriage, a union between God and the
souls for the benefit of the whole Church;
the nuptials of eternal salvation for the
souls recalled from the errors of their sins
(2 Cor 11,2)”.

A F resh P erspective
A diplomatic mission in the King’s
name – a sudden change of plans in
Diego’s and Dominic’s life – is the
occasion that ends up offering a
different colour to their different
histories illumined by the renewing light
of grace. A Bishop and the sub prior of
a Cathedral Chapter, called to grow and
give fruit in the limited garden of
Osma, are faced with a totally different
ecclesial and historical panorama. Yes
they knew the consequences of the
heresies beyond the Pyrenees, but only
‘by hearsay.’ Something similar to what
happened to the good Job, who at the
end of his difficult life experience, in an
open dialogue with God, exclaims: My
ears had heard of you, but now my eyes

have seen you.
In fact, God was calling Diego and
Dominic to start in a foreign land a new
evangelization that later would acquire
universal horizons. The journey away
from that which was known opened
their hearts’ vision. Both of them were
never the same again. Both diplomatic
journeys (in 1203 and 1205 respectively)
had ‘vocational’ consequences for both,
and it was not because they had
discovered a diplomatic vocation!
Diego of Osma (in 1206?) would ask
Pope Innocent III to kindly accept his
resignation as bishop, because it was his
project, very dear to him, to dedicate
himself with all his energies to the
conversion of the Cumans, a pagan
people to the east of Hungary. We know
that the Pope did not accept this
resignation. The Bishop will later take
the habit of the Cistercians. He
counsels the papal legates on the
preaching of the faith against the
Albigensians. He commits himself
seriously to this itinerant mission for
two years and he decides to return to
his seat in Osma. A few days later he
falls sick and dies around the end of
1207.
We know Dominic’s life in more detail.
As from these journeys to the Marches
and unto his death, his life will be that
of an itinerant apostle. From this eighth
centenary of Dominic’s ‘first missionary
voyage’ onwards, why don’t we start
celebrating in joy other ‘eighth
centenaries’ of extraordinary beauty and
importance for the whole Dominican
Family, among them the foundation of
Prouilhe, which is always considered to
be the first community of the Order.
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The Priory Institute
As part of the Order’s Jubilee celebrations, The Priory Institute will host
a Spring 2016 lecture series in St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght.

Lectur e Series:
Celebr a ting 800 Years Of Dominican
Tr adition
17 February 2016 John Littleton
24 February 2016 Vivian Boland OP

2 March 2016 Celine Mangan OP
9 March 2016 Liam Walsh OP
16 March 2016 Donagh O’Shea
6 April 2016 Mary O’Driscoll OP
13 April 2016 Fergus Kerr OP
20 April 2016 Michael Dunleavy OP

27 April 2016 Barbara Beaumont OP
4 May 2016 Helen Alford OP and
Francesco Compagnoni

Dominic de Guzman:
– The Man, the Context and the Mission
From Catholic Guilt to Celtic Grá … and on
to Friendship with God? The Future of
Dominican Preaching in Ireland
Wrestling with the Word
– The Bible and Dominican Scholarship
What Makes Thomas Aquinas a Catholic
Theologian?
The Rhineland Mystics
Catherine of Sienna: A Woman for Our Time
Dominicans at Vatican II:
– Browne, Fernandez, Congar and Chenu
Pure Prayer in Painting:
The Visual Homilies of Fra Angelico –
Delights for the Eyes and Joy for the Heart
Contemplative Life for Women:
– The Dominican Alternative
Dominicans and Social Justice:
– Looking Back, Looking Forward

ADVANCE NOTICE:

The 2016 Aquinas Lecture will be delivered at the Priory Institute, Tallaght by
Timothy Radcliffe OP, former Master of the Order, on Monday 7 March 2016.
Title to be announced later.
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Dates for
your Diary
Dates FOR YOUR DIARY
• September 5th-6th 2015
Lay Dominican Council
meeting.
• November 7th 2015:
Opening of the Jubilee.
• January 23rd 2016:
Presidents meeting.
• During the Jubilee:
Chapters/ Fraternities
that wish to send us an
article on their activities
for the 800th
celebrations please send
to :
amfsweeneylee@hotmail.com
• Ongoing Formation:
Takes place in the
autumn. More
information soon.
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THE JUBILEE
will preside at a solemn opening
celebration of the Jubilee in the
Basilica of Santa Sabina with
the participation of all the
branches of the Dominican
Family. This celebration will be
streamed live via the website of
the Order.

Symbols f or Jubilee

Each province and each local
community, in cooperation with the
different branches of the Dominican
Family, are invited to celebrate a
solemn opening ceremony of the
Jubilee on 7 November 2015. The
steering committee of the Jubilee shall
forward a common liturgical text and a
special symbol that will help give unity
to all celebrations.
That same day, the Master of the Order

According to Constantine of
Orvieto, while St Dominic was
praying at the Basilica of St
Peter in Rome, he saw the
Apostles Peter and Paul
approaching him. St Peter
handed him a stick, and St Paul
a book, saying,
“Go and preach, because you have been
chosen by God for this ministry.”
In the opening ceremony of our Jubilee
we want to take these elements of the
Dominican iconography once more: the
stick, the book and the apostolic
mandate, which introduce us to the
common theme for all the Jubilee
celebrations:
“Sent to preach the Gospel.”

Websites:
friars: http://www.
Contemplative Nuns:
Apostolic Sisters:

Dominicanfriars.ie
www.DominicanNuns.ie
www.DominicanSisters.ie

Dominican Laity:
www.LayDominicans.ie
The designated person for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults in the Dominican Province is:
Fr Vincent Travers OP, St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght Village, Dublin 24. Tel: 01 4048118
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