
Dear Friend, 

I am writing to you as you signed the petition Love Not Hate: Unite to legislate against hate crime 

and I thought you may be interested with out tomorrow's action and some updates. 

Tomorrow, on Friday, 22nd July is the European Day for Victims of Hate Crime which aims to give 

recognition to the problem of hate crime in Europe, to give voice to the victims and targets, to 

express solidarity and re-affirm commitment to monitor, to enforce the law and to educate and raise 

awareness so that such crimes are condemned and prevented. 

We would like you to help us to mark that day in Ireland by supporting our efforts to raise 

awareness on the lack of hate crime legislation in our country among your family, friends and 

colleagues, and by helping us reach even more people to sign the petition.   

Our goal is to reach the 5,000 milestone this Friday. We are just a little over 400 signatures away and 

we believe that achieving this goal with your support is very possible. We hope to hand in the 

petition in September and we want to show that there is a strong public support behind this 

campaign and its call. 

You can share the campaign video, the petition link or collect signatures on paper in your office or 

during an event. Below you can find all useful resources and links. 

 Find out more about the campaign  

 Find out more about hate crime legislation 

 Sign and share the petition (link to share: bit.ly/LoveNotHate2) 

 Watch & share the Love Not Hate video  

 Download Love Not Hate flyer here 

 Download Love Not Hate poster here 

 Download paper version of the petition here  

 Hashtag to use on social media: #LoveNotHate 

Additionally, to mark the date, ENAR Ireland will issue a press release to share good news that 

following our June 2015 petition on behalf of our Members, the European Parliament's PETI 

commission has begun an investigation into Ireland's compliance with the 2008 EU Framework 

Decision on Racism and Xenophobia, and asked the European Commission to conduct an 

investigation into the problem so that it can adjudicate. 

For your information, the 2008 Framework Decision obliges member states to make adequate 

provisions to punish hate crime. 

Notably it "requires member states to punish a range of ‘expression offences’ and ancillary offences, 

but also, under Article 4: Racist and xenophobic motivation 

"... Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that racist and xenophobic 

motivation is considered an aggravating circumstance, or, alternatively that such motivation may be 

taken into consideration by the courts in the determination of the penalties." 

It should have been transposed into Irish Law by November 2010. However, the Irish Government 

says it doesn't need to, arguing that judges have discretion to take racism into account, when all the 

research shows the opposite. The investigation will provide us with an opportunity to have this 

examined and to invite Irish experts and NGOs to give evidence. 

In autumn we will be focusing more on political lobbying and we will be in touch with details soon. 

Thank you for your support to date. 

Kind regards. 

In solidarity,  

  

Aga Wiesyk 

ENAR Ireland/ Action Against Racism 

 

http://enarireland.org/hatecrime/
http://enarireland.org/proposed-hate-crime-legislation/
https://my.uplift.ie/petitions/love-not-hate-unite-to-legislate-against-hate-crime
https://my.uplift.ie/petitions/love-not-hate-unite-to-legislate-against-hate-crime
http://bit.ly/LoveNotHate2
https://www.facebook.com/enar.ireland/videos/948541355227923/
http://enarireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Love_Not_Hate_Flyer.pdf
http://enarireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/White-Poster-with-160309.pdf
http://enarireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Love-Not-Hate-petition-paper-version1.pdf

