
Sabbatical Programme 
 

This is a ten-week residential programme entitled ‘Exploring Spirituality in 

the context of an evolving universe, an endangered earth and the Christian 

tradition’ 

Date: 7 September – 14 November 2014 & 1 March – 8 May 2015. 

Further information available on request or on our website:  

www.ecocentrewicklow.ie 

 

New Cosmology eight week Programme 

 
These 8 morning sessions will be focused on: 

 Ancient Cosmologies 

 The New Universe Story 

 Evolution of the human 

 The Story of DNA 

 The Gaia Hypothesis 

 Implications for Religious Belief 

 Teilhard de Chardin 

 Implications for behaviour 

 Development of Consciousness 

 Jesus and the Eucharist and Cosmos 

Presenter: Mark McDonnell 

Date: 8 morning sessions beginning Monday 15 September. 

Other dates: 22 & 29 September. 

6, 13, 22 October. 

3 & 10 November 

Time: 9.30 – 12.30pm 

Cost €20 per session  

     Three & Half Day Conference 

 

Creation, Evolution & Faith 

 
This three and a half day Conference will deal with the mystery of God in all of 

creation; 

God cannot express himself fully in any creature; and so he has produced many 

and diverse life forms, so that what one lacks in its expression of divine 

goodness may be compensated for by others; for goodness, which in God is single and 

undifferentiated, in creatures is refracted into a myriad hues of being. 
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae 147.1 

Dates: 23 – 26 September. 

Presenter: John Feehan. 

Time: 9.30 – 4.00 pm 

Cost: €190 (includes conference, full meal, teas/coffees) 

Booking Fee: €50. 

Conference finishes with lunch on Friday 26
th

  

http://www.ecocentrewicklow.ie/


Day Conference 

 

Exploring the Impact of Climate Change 
 

This conference will deal with the responsibility each of us have to take 

decisive action on climate change, otherwise we will have reached an 

irreversible ‘tipping point’.  We don’t have an option in relation to our use of 

fossil fuel as Climate Scientists tell us we need to reduce emissions by 60% - 

80% to stabilise greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere 

Date: 2 October. 

Presenter: Seán McDonagh 

Time: 9.30 – 4.00 pm 

Cost: €50 (includes conference, full meal, teas/coffees) 

Booking Fee: €20. 

 

Day Conference 

 

Women & Christianity 

 
This day will consist of a series of reflections on the ambivalence 

towards women throughout the history of Christianity.  On the one 

hand, women have been included, graced, called, inspired and 

canonized by Christianity throughout the centuries.  On the other hand, 

women have not always felt appreciated within the Christian tradition 

and have indeed often been excluded and even oppressed. 

Date: 9 October. 

Presenter: Mary T Malone. 

Time: 9.30 – 4.00 pm 

Cost: €50 (includes conference, full meal, teas/coffees) 

Booking Fee: €20. 

Day Conference 

 

                     Changing World Views 

                   Impact on Spirituality & Theology 
 

The human race is going through an evolutionary shift that impacts on every 

dimension of life and experience. We are being carried along by forces we 

scarcely understand. For both our sanity and sanctity we need to wake up to 

what is happening to us. 

Date: 16 October. 

Presenter: Diarmuid O’Murchu. 

Time: 9.30 – 4.00 pm 

Cost: €50 (includes conference, full meal, teas/coffees) 

Booking Fee: €20. 

 



 

Two Day Conference 

 

A NEW HARMONY 

The Spirit,The Earth and the human soul 
 

In a world that seems increasingly fragmented, we are called to a vision of 

life’s essential oneness. This conference will explore the essential 

interconnectedness of all things, exploring the oneness of our origins and the 

oneness of Earth’s destiny.  Only by knowing and naming the extent and 

depth of our disharmony will we find the way forward. 

Dates: 20 & 21 October. 

Presenter: Philip Newell. 

Time: 9.30 – 4.00 pm 

Cost: €100 (includes conference, full meal, teas/coffees) 

Booking Fee: €20. 

Day Conference 

 

The Mystics 

 
For mystics such as Meister Eckhart, Julian of Norwich and Catherine of 

Sienna the created world was a route to the transcendent.  This conference will 

explore their wisdom 

Date: 23 October. 

Presenter: Mary O’Driscoll. 

Time: 9.30 – 4.00pm  

Cost: €50 (includes conference, full meal, teas/coffees) 

Deposit: €20 

Day Conference 

 

Patrick Kavanagh’s Theology of the Common Place 

 
This day will explore the essence of Kavanagh’s faith which was often more 

hinted at than given full expression.  It is the lyrical strength of his poetry that 

carries his spiritual conviction and lures us almost unbeknownst into hints of a 

mystical interiority.  He always ensures, however, that his feet and ours are 

firmly planted on the earth, preferably in muck or even cow-dung. 

Date: 30 October. 

Presenter: Úna Agnew 

Time: 9.30 – 4.00 pm 

Cost: €50 (includes conference, full meal, teas/coffees) 

Booking Fee: €20. 

        

 

 



 

Art as Meditation 
 

Through the use of various media, participants will be lead to explore their 

own creativity. 

Presenter: Pauline McGrath 

Date: Tuesdays (15 sessions) beginning 16 September.  

Time: 2.30 – 4.00pm 

Cost: €150 (includes art materials).  

 

Knitting & Stitching 

 
Bring your own sewing or knitting and meet other people. Share, learn new 

skills have fun! 

Presenter: Pauline McGrath & Sheelagh Norton  

Date: Wednesdays beginning 17 September 

Time: 2 - 4pm 

Cost: €2 

                 Praying with Sacred Scripture 
 

An opportunity to spend time with others reading, reflecting and praying 

about the gospel for the following Sunday. 

Leader:  Pauline McGrath & Sheelagh Norton  

Date:  Wednesdays, beginning 17 September, 10.45 – 12.00 noon.   

Cost: Donation. 

 

Silent Meditation 

 
“Come apart and rest awhile” 

Silent Meditation is an opportunity to rest in the deep silence of mystery and 

learn “That I am loved”. 

Leader:  Vivienne O’Beirne. 

Dates and time: Tuesdays 7.30 – 8.00pm beginning 16 September –  

11 November. 

Cost: Donation.  

 

 

 

                Farm Walks 
 

First Saturdays September 6 & October 4. 

Meet at 11am sharp at the Farm Shop 

Admission Free    (Need suitable footwear and rainwear if appropriate). 

 

 



       Spirituality and the New Cosmology 
 

Our cosmology or the way we understand the world, its origin and evolution 

necessarily affects our relationships with one another, with the other-than-

human community of life and with God.  Some of these issues will be 

explored in these groups. 

Leader:  Marian O’Sullivan. 

Dates:  First Mondays beginning 8 September. 

Time:  7.30 – 9.00pm 

Cost: Donation 
 

Sacred Dance 
 

Music and dance give us, humans, a sense of oneness with the universe. 

This course will explore and enjoy that sense of connection. 

Presenter:  Pauline McGrath 

Date:  Mondays (7 sessions) beginning 15 September. 

Time:  7.30 – 9.00 pm 

Cost: € 70.  

 
 

Walking the Labyrinth 
 

The labyrinth is an ancient spiritual practice.  People from different 

cultures and traditions have used the labyrinth in their search for meaning 

and guidance.  It is a walking meditation that leads us to the centre where 

we can experience deep peace before being led out again to continue life’s 

journey. 

Presenter: Pauline McGrath. 

Date: Thursdays beginning 25 September. (4 sessions) 

Time: 7.30 – 9.00pm 

Cost: €20. 

 

RETREAT 
 

 Zazen/Sesshin 

 
This Zen retreat or Sesshin is open to those who have already been 

introduced to Zen Meditation and who practise it in daily life.  The Sesshin 

is silent throughout and the daily time-table includes six hour-long periods 

of zazen (sitting meditation) and a walking meditation. A commitment to 

stay for the full Sesshin is a requirement. 

Directed by:  Bernard Durel 

Dates:  28 November – 2 December. 

Arrivals: 4-6pm on 29
th 

November. Departure after lunch on the 2
nd

  
Cost: €380.   

Booking Fee: €100. 



Private Retreats 

 
What we can offer: 

 An opportunity to explore spirituality in the light of the new 

cosmology 

 A meditation room 

 A specialized library well stocked with books, periodicals, dvd’s etc 

 Computers with free internet access 

 En-suite self-catering rooms 

 Art Room  

 Common Room 

 Massage Room 

 Eucharist available in the parish church. 

Arrive: 4 – 6 p.m. Leave before 11 am on the day of departure. 

Cost: €30 per night. Booking fee: €30. 

 

Autumn Equinox 
 

The changing seasons remind us that there are rhythms to life. There are 

times of balance when the position of planet Earth relative to the sun 

ensures equal length of day and night and times of imbalance when there 

is a preponderance of light or dark.  To celebrate these seasons of our 

lives is to be connected to the great mystery of the universe. 

Date: Saturday, 20 September. 

Time: 2.30 – 4.00pm followed by refreshments. 

Cost: €5. 

Advent 
 

Preparing for Christmas using the Advent scripture readings. 

Leader: Pauline McGrath. 

Date: Wednesdays beginning 26 November. 

Time: 7.30 – 9.00pm 

Cost:  Donation. 

Winter Solstice 
 

“Rituals are an expression of the human need to belong to the greater  

expanse of life” 

 Fritz Perls. 

 

Please join us in celebrating something greater than ourselves as we 

prepare for the great feast of Christmas when we celebrate the 

incarnation of God first in creation and then in the person of Jesus. 

Date:  Saturday, 20 December. 

Time:  4.00 – 6.00pm approximately. 

Cost: €5. 

 

 



 

 

Farm Shop and Markets 
 

A wide variety of organic vegetables, fruit and meat (home-produced 

beef, pork and lamb) are available in our Farm Shop at very reasonable 

prices. We also stock a variety of organic whole foods and fresh bread 

and cheeses too. 

Shop Hours: 

Tuesday:  9.30 – 5pm 

Wednesday: 9.30 – 5pm 

Thursday:    9.30 – 5pm 

Friday:         9.30 – 5pm  

Saturday:     9.30 – 5pm 

E-mail:farmecocentre@hotmail.com 

Facebook @ An Tairseach Wicklow 

Twitter @WicklowOrganic 

We are in the main street Bray every Saturday 

 
 

 

 

 

Educational visits for Adult Groups available on request 
 

For further information enquire at: Tel: 0404 61833 
www.ecocentrewicklow.ie 

e-mail: info@ecocentrewicklow.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecocentrewicklow.ie/


 

What’s On When? 

 
September: 10-week residential programme: beginning 7 September.   

Spirituality and the New Cosmology: First Monday beginning 8 September. 

New Cosmology: Mondays beginning 15 September ( 8 morning sessions)               

  Art as Meditation: Tuesdays beginning  16 September. 

  Knitting & Stitching: Wednesdays beginning 17 September 

  Praying with Sacred Scripture: Wednesdays beginning 17 September                   

  Silent Meditation: Tuesdays beginning 16 September 

  Sacred Dance: Mondays beginning 15 September 

                    Walking the Labyrinth: Thursdays beginning  25 September. 

                    Autumn Equinox: 20 September. 

           Three & half day Conference: Creation, Evolution & Faith:  

          Presented by John Feehan, Tuesday 23 to Friday 26 September                     

  

October:     Day Conference: Exploring the Impact of Climate Change 

                    Presented by: Seán McDonagh, Thursday 2 October 

                    Day Conference: Women & Christianity,  

                    Presented by: Mary T Malone, Thursday 9 October                    

Day Conference: Changing World Views: Impact on Spirituality & Theology  

                     Presented by Diarmuid O’Murchu : Thursday 16th October 

  Two Day Conference: A New Harmony: The Spirit, The Earth and the    

                    human soul: Presented by: Philip Newell, Mon 20 – Tues 21 October  

  Day Conference: The Mystics 

  Presented by: Mary O’Driscoll, Thursday 23 October 

  Day Conference:Patrick Kavanagh’s Theology of the Common Place 

                    Presented by: Úna Agnew, Thursday 30 October 

                

                                                                
November: Advent: Wednesdays beginning 26 November. 

  Retreat: Zazen/Shesshin 28 November – 2 December 

 

December: Winter Solstice: 20 December. 

   Private Retreats: Self-catering Accomodation 

                       
        

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUTUMN PROGRAMME 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An Tairseach 

Dominican Farm and Ecology Centre, Wicklow Town 

Enquiries: 0404-61833 

e-mail: info@ecocentrewicklow.ie 

www.ecocentrewicklow.ie 

 

 



 
 

MAP  
WHERE TO FIND US 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


