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A Few FroM 
tHe queue
We receive on average more than 400 requests 
for some form of mobility every year. We do not 
have the funds to meet the needs of all those who 
match our basic criteria of urgency, impact and 
sustainability. This means there is always a queue of 
applicants hoping and praying we can increase our 
funds. Our aim is to provide suitable means for them 
to carry out their important work, and what follows 
is a ‘cross-section’ of different projects urgently in 
need of a vehicle. 

Please note that all donations are paid into a 
central fund, to be distributed by the Allocations 
Committee, who between them have over 
fifty years of service on overseas mission. The 
administrative costs involved in having a separate 
audit trail for each and every donation made would 
make our core work impossible. This means that 
we cannot say in advance where your particular 
donation will be distributed – but what we can say 
is that together we are much, much greater than 
the sum of our parts…

ugAnDA
St Balikudembe Health Centre
The Good Samaritan Sisters run this health centre, 
located in central Mityana Diocese, and have requested 
a pickup to get out and about in this rural area, 
taking immunisation campaigns to village squares and 
vaccinating the under fives, as well as carrying out HIV 
testing to identify those who are HIV+, in addition to 
monitoring malnutrition amongst the vulnerable. The 
current transport available is a bicycle which belongs 
to the Centre’s night watchman. 

MAlAwI
Mzuzu Diocesan Radio ‘Tigabane’
This Church-run radio station, whose name means 
‘sharing’ in Chitumbuka, the main language of the 
Diocesan territory, has sent in a request for help in 
purchasing an off-road motorbike in order to reach out 
to the rural areas to record and produce programmes 
in the locals’ own tongue, about issues affecting them. 
The station regularly broadcasts Mass, and other 
religious topics are also covered, making the presence 
of the Church felt across the region, despite the lack of 
places to worship as a community.

We are pleased to report back to you that 
those featured in this section of issue 58 
have now been funded. It may take time, but 
in common with our beneficiaries, and solely 
thanks to you, our supporters, we reach our 
goal in the end.

bolIvIA
Dominican Sisters, Department of Tarija
Sr Susie O’Rawe is originally from the north of Ireland, but now 
lives and works in Tarija, a rural Diocese in the very south of the 
country which until 1898 was part of Argentina. From there Sister 
Susie contacted us to request a small motorbike. She wrote: “I 
work as a volunteer nurse under a local scheme which provides 
a network of free clinics, sometimes little more than a small 
room in a shared building, in the outlying countryside which has 
a large concentration of women and children. We aim to expand 
the immunization programmes, and deal with the problem of TB 
and other diseases which are common among children here.” 

A grant of £1,500 has meant that Sr Susie is able to get around and 
make daily visits to the campesino villages. “I go out every weekday 
morning from 7 am to 10 am, and make regular calls on families 
to carry out health checks and provide assistance where I can. It 
is important to reach new families, because many don’t yet know 
about the clinics, which are a comparatively recent initiative. Here, 
health problems are mainly connected to poor water hygiene. Most 
families do not have running water, or bathrooms and toilets. They 
cook outside and have a low protein diet. Malnutrition, high blood 
pressure and diabetes are also high on the agenda.”

Sr Susie sends her thanks to everyone, and ends with a quote 
from another prominent South American which she says has 
become her own personal aim: “Each individual Christian and 
every community is called to be an instrument of God for the 
liberation and promotion of the poor, and for enabling them to 
be fully part of society.” [ Pope Francis, ‘Evangelii Gaudium’ ] 

We sense that you have helped her on her way to work towards 
this, as Sister ends: “Thank you SURVIVE-MIVA. Your generous 
contribution has made a huge difference to the lives of so many 
people in Tarija, Bolivia and is helping us to answer the 
cry of the poor in the world.”


