
The Rise of Relativism: What Does God Ask of Us? 
Introduction 

Reading:   “Cowardice asks the question:   is it Safe?  Expediency asks the question: is it politic?  Vanity asks the question:  is it pop-

ular?  But conscience asks the question: is it right?  And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor 

politic, nor popular - but one must take it because it is right.”  (Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

Reading from Laudate Si:  Pope Francis on Practical Relativism: 

  A misguided anthropocentrism leads to a misguided lifestyle. In the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, I 

noted that the practical relativism typical of our age is “even more dangerous than doctrinal relativism.” 

  When human beings place themselves at the center, they give absolute priority to immediate convenience and all 

else becomes relative.  

 Hence we should not be surprised to find, in conjunction with the omnipresent technocratic paradigm and the cult 

of unlimited human power, the rise of a relativism which sees everything as irrelevant unless it serves one’s own 

immediate interests.  

 The culture of relativism is the same disorder which drives one person to take advantage of another, to treat oth-

ers as mere objects, imposing forced labor on them or enslaving them to pay their debts.  

 The same kind of thinking leads to the sexual exploitation of children and abandonment of the elderly who no 

longer serve our interests.  

 It is also the mindset of those who say: Let us allow the invisible forces of the market to regulate the economy, and 

consider their impact on society and nature simply  as collateral damage.  

 In the absence of objective truths or sound principles other than the satisfaction of our own desires and immediate 

needs, what limits can be placed on human trafficking, organized crime, the drug trade, commerce in blood dia-

monds and the fur of endangered species?  

 Is it not the same relativistic logic which justifies buying the organs of the poor for resale or use in experimenta-

tion, or eliminating children because they are not what their parents wanted?  

 This same “use and throw away” logic generates so much waste, because of the disordered desire to consume 

more than what is really necessary.  

 We should not think that political efforts or the force of law will be sufficient to prevent actions which affect socie-

ty or the environment because, when the culture itself is corrupt and objective truth and universally valid princi-

ples are no longer upheld, then laws can only be seen as arbitrary impositions or obstacles to be avoided. 

Reading:  Micah 6: 8 

God has shown you what is good; 

And what does the Lord require of you 

But to act justly, 

To love tenderly, 

And to walk humbly with your God?  

 

 



Reading:  Matthew 22:  36-39 

A scribe asked, “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the Law?”  Jesus answered, “You shall love the 

Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the first and most important com-

mandment.  But after this, there is another one very similar to it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The whole 

Law and the Prophets are founded on these two commandments.” 

Reading:  Matthew 6:  24 

“No one can serve two masters; for he will either hate one and love the other or be loyal to the first and look down on 

the second.  You cannot at the same time serve God and mammon….Do not worry and say:  What are we going to eat?  

What are we going to drink?  What shall we wear?  The pagans keep themselves busy with such things; but God knows 

that you need them all.  Set your heart first on the kingdom and the justice of God, and all these things will be given to 

you.” 

Reflection and Sharing:    

Prayers for ourselves and others 

Blessing and Sharing  God’s Gifts:   Sing Together  “At the Table of the Lord” 

At the table of the world,  
some have plenty, some have none.  
At the table of our God, all are plentifully fed.  

Blow among us, Spirit of God,  
fill us with your courage and care.  
Hurricane and Breath,  
take us on a journey of love.  
 
At the table of the world,  
some have honor, some have scorn.  
At the table of our God,  
all are welcomed and acclaimed.  
 
Blow among us, Spirit of God,  
fill us with your courage and care.  
Hurricane and Breath,  
take us on a journey of love.  
 
Set the table of our God,  
in the church and in the world.  
‘Til the children, fed and loved,  
taste and see that life is good.  
 
Blow among us, Spirit of God,  
fill us with your courage and care.  
Hurricane and Breath,  
take us on a journey of love.  

 

Closing Prayer:  Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Faith in the dawn arises from the faith that God is good and just.  When one believes this, one knows that the contradictions of life 

are neither final nor ultimate.  One can walk through the dark night with the radiant conviction that all things work together for 

good for those who love God.  Even the most starless midnight may herald the dawn of some great fulfillment.  Amen 


