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Lord does answer, that the 
Lord will respond.  
    Aware of the manner in 
which Job has spoken to the 
Lord, might we allow our 
prayer to be likewise? 
Perhaps, like Job, we might 
address God openly and 
honestly. Without fear of 
being rejected by God, we 
might voice our struggles 
and our doubts. This, too, is 
prayer. If, like Job, you were to 
express your deepest feelings 
to God, what might you say? 
What do you need to say to 
God?  
    Secondly, we might look to 
the Lord’s words. God, the 
Creator, the one who ‘laid the 
foundation of the earth,’ is 
the one to whom we turn in 

prayer, the one we will encounter. 
Contemplating God’s creation instils a 
sense of wonder and awe regarding God, 
that can move us to prayer beyond words. 
 
Contemplatio: Being transformed by the 
Word 
The Lord’s words here mark the 
beginning of an encounter with the 
Creator that is, for Job, somehow 
transformative. Like Job, allow yourself to 
be changed by God’s words. 
 
Actio: Putting the Word into Practice 
Taken on a virtual tour of the universe, 
Job sees reality from the Lord’s point of 
view. Look afresh at our world. Permit 
this to lead you to gratitude both for the 
world and for the invitation to 
relationship with the God who made it.

     Noteworthy, too, is this account of 
God’s appearance, this theophany. 
Although the Lord approaches him, Job 
cannot see the Lord; God is hidden, as it 
were, in and by the whirlwind. The Lord 
meets Job, not when Job demands it, but 
in the Lord’s own time. Furthermore, the 
Lord answers in his way, sidestepping 
Job’s questions to focus on creation and 
the Lord’s knowledge and control of its 
majestic vastness and complexity.  
     Notwithstanding this, God bridges the 
gap between them and relates to Job. 
That God does so appears to satisfy Job, 
even though no answer to his ‘why’ is 
forthcoming. Instead, Job is answered, in 
some sense, by his encounter with, and 
experience of, the Lord. Job is led to the 
Answerer rather than to the answers. One 
might ask whether explanations would 
be of help here. I suggest not, that they 
would be of little benefit to Job. Similarly 
for ourselves, it is relationship with God, 
the realisation that God is neither distant 
nor uncaring, that helps us in difficult 
times, and to a greater extent than any 
answers that God might offer to our 
anguished ‘why.’ 
 
Oratio: What the Word leads me/us to 
say 
How might one pray with this passage of 
Scripture? To begin with, we might find 
encouragement in recognising that the 

Lectio Divina  
When God Finally Responds (Job 38:1-4)
Lectio: What the Word says 
in itself 
At first glance, this short 
passage may appear to have 
little to offer in terms of 
reflection and prayer. 
However, it is far from 
inconsequential. Firstly, note 
the speaker: none less than 
God himself. This is not the 
first time the Lord speaks in 
the book of Job. Earlier, two 
conversations with Satan 
resulted in the Lord allowing 
Job to undergo tremendous 
suffering and the loss of his 
children, his servants, his 
livestock, and his health.  
     As Job and three friends 
engage in a lengthy 
discussion about Job’s 
situation and about God, the 
Lord remains silent. Despite an initial 
stoic piety – he blesses the Lord – Job is 
far from polite in what he says of God and 
to God. His words are highly censorious 
and critical of God, at times bordering on 
blasphemy. Over the course of his 
speeches, the intensity of Job’s assault 
grows, as he increasingly loses faith in 
God’s character, justice, and judgement. 
Nevertheless, he does not forgo 
relationship with God but continues to 
seek it, repeatedly calling on God to 
answer him. Yet only now, very late in the 
book, does the Lord respond. 
     What is the Lord’s response? The text 
relates that the Lord answers Job. In fact, 
the Lord’s opening gambit is to pose a 
question, make an accusation, and issue a 
challenge. As the divine speech 
continues, the Lord will pose rhetorical 
question aer rhetorical question.  
 
Meditatio: What the Word says to me/us 
What matters above all in this passage is 
that the Lord finally responds. As is the 
case elsewhere in the Bible, this may have 
greater significance than what he will say. 
We meet the Lord who has heard Job’s 
pleas and now responds.That the Lord 
speaks is important. In so doing, he offers 
a reply to Job who has repeatedly sought 
as much. We can imagine that the same is 
true for us, that the Lord does hear and 
will respond.  
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The Lord Answering Job out of the Whirlwind. From the Butts set. 
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