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Ms. Helen McEntee, TD,  

Minister for Justice and Equality, 

51, St. Stephen’s Green,  

Dublin 2,  

D02 HK52. 

1 July 2020.  

Dear Minister McEntee,  

On behalf of APT/AMRI, I write to congratulate you on your recent appointment as Minister 
for Justice and Equality, we wish you every success and fulfilment in your new post and look 
forward to the positive impact you are going to make on issues of Justice and Equality in 
Ireland.  

APT /AMRI(Act to Prevent Trafficking; www.aptireland.org ), is a faith-based group 
working against Trafficking in Persons (TIP).  APT membership comprises religious 
congregations or missionary societies which are part of AMRI (the Association of Leaders of 
Missionaries and Religious of Ireland), together with Lay membership also.  

Founded in December 2005, the Mission of APT/AMRI is to work in awareness-raising, 
advocacy and prevention of human trafficking and exploitation, with the ultimate goal of 
ending Modern Slavery. To fulfil our mission, we collaborate nationally and internationally, 
with NGOs and civil society. In this regard, we acknowledge the positive working 
relationship we have enjoyed with the officials at the Department of Justice and Equality.    

Concerned about the growing reality of the worldwide trafficking of women and children for 
sexual and labour exploitation, where human traffickers are denying nearly 25 million people 
of their fundamental right to freedom, forcing them to live enslaved and work for the profits 
of exploiters, APT/AMRI urges you, as Minister for Justice and Equality, to prioritise work 
to combat and end human trafficking and exploitation.  

The Trafficking in Person’s Report (TIP) 2020, published by the US State Department 25 
July 2020, has reduced Ireland’s status from Tier 2 to Tier 2 watchlist and reports that while 
the Irish government is making significant efforts towards the elimination of trafficking, the 
report states that ‘’The Government of Ireland does not fully meet the minimum standards for 
the elimination of trafficking….the Government did not demonstrate overall increasing 
efforts compared to the previous reporting period..’’(TIP Report 2020 P.269). 

Now is the time to act to restore Ireland’s good standing on the worldwide stage. At present, 
due to our inaction, Ireland is ranked alongside countries known for their unacceptable and 
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alarming human rights records, such as Timor-Leste, Cambodia, Chad, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Nigeria, Hong Kong and 38 other countries.  

The report identifies our areas of weakness. In identifying our areas of weakness, the report 
also identifies what needs to be undertaken in order for Ireland to return to its rightful status 
amongst the countries of the world, working to implement fundamental human rights, 
specifically working to end human trafficking and exploitation.  

In congratulating you, we urge you to place the issue of anti-human trafficking as a key 
priority. We are eager to work with you and all others to address the disappointing reality for 
victims of human trafficking and exploitation in Ireland.  

In this regard, we would appreciate an opportunity to meet with you to progress possibilities 
for the future roadmap to end human trafficking and exploitation. 

Yours sincerely,  

Elizabeth Byrne, IBVM.  

Coordinator APT/AMRI. 

Act to Prevent Trafficking.  

  

 

   

 

 


