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“I will thank you, Lord, among the
peoples, among the nations I will
praise you for your love reaches to
the heavens and your truth to the
skys” Psalm 57: 10 - 12
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We are now almost half way through the
season of lent and the daily readings call to
mind a radical self-abandonment to God’s
providence that Consecrated Life beckons
the world to. This radical self-gift keeps
the individual person’s thirst for holiness
in focus with an all-embracing disposition
of humanity’s spiritual yearning for wholeness. Immediately following Ash Wednesday, the Gospel of Luke reminded us of
Jesus’ compelling words “If anyone wishes
to come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
will save it. What profit is there for one
to gain the whole world yet lose or forfeit
himself?” (Lk. 9:22-25). Consecrated life is
one of the gifts of the Church that bears
witness to the world, of lives completely
given to the pursuit of holiness and in this
way entirely dedicated to the service of
others.
It is good to have key moments set aside
for reflection upon what we mean to the
world as seen through the “eyes” of the
one who has called us into being, and how
the world sees us. This Lenten Season, this
year dedicated to Consecrated Life in the
Church and our preparation for Jubilee
celebration of the 800th year of the foundation of the Order, are especially fruitful
reflection times for us. They afford us a
unique opportunity to help in engaging the
world in a dialogue with God that forces us
let go of our sometimes“Pharisee” outlook
(Lk 5:27-32) that locks us and the world,
away from the rich discourse that the Lord

wishes to have with the world about His
loving mercy.
As we pay attention to Pope Francis’s
messages to Consecrated persons and
revisit the journey of our Congregations
over time and our own personal journeys, may we find treasures that could be
shared with others and bring us closer to
experiencing God in the unconventional,
on the frontiers of where life is confusing to the young, painful for the old and
maybe even insignificant others. May we
together, rise to the challenge of opening
our hearts so widely to God that our pursuit of wholeness will cast no judgment
upon others but instead genuinely share
who we are, telling the Good News of
God’s merciful love for us to all. This is
my prayer for myself and for DSI so that
together, we may realize our full purpose.
With these words, I wish each one of you
a fruitful Lenten Season as we journey towards Easter together.
Blessings and Peace.

Sr. Marie Therese Clement O.P
International Coordinator, DSI
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USMID MEETING: “Dominic: Government,
Spirituality and Freedom”.
Sr. Gisella Pizzamiglio, Dominican Sisters of the Holy Melegnano Rosary

“The three days spent together
provided us with a greater
awareness of our life in Christ,
the incarnated Word, to project the
light that He brought into the World...”
The Union of Dominican Sisters of Italy and Malta
(Sr. Blessed Imelda) and Sr. Edvige Tamburini
(USMID) met in Rome for their annual formation (St. Thomas Union) have been a valid support to
workshop from December 27 - 30, 2014 at the Convent reflect, meditate and contemplate the Word.
of The Passionist Fathers.
The Master of the Order, Fr Bruno Cadorè, in his
“If you make my word your home you will indeed be my disciples; speech, underlined that Jesus’ friends are freed through
you will come to know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” their self-giving to Jesus, Who has given Himself to the
(John 8,11-32).
world. The discipline is freed to be a disciple and called
to join other disciple in the name of Jesus.
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then,
and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” In proclaiming the Kingdom we can discover free(Gal 5)
dom. Truth will make us free. The Jubilee will be
the celebration of this freedom: being members of
When referring to the USMID Meeting, it is the Family Jesus’ preaching does not mean only to organize, give
of all Italian Dominican Congregations which is intend- orders and whatever else… It is rather the freedom
ed. In other words, it is a meeting among sisters shar- to be joyful because we are friends of God, when He
ing the richness of the past, problems of present times has chosen to be with Him. “The tree of preaching”
and main hopes for the future. In the year devoted to therefore needs roots: word-prayer-study-brotherly life for the
Consecrated Life, we must be present joyful of our world. This tree of Preaching is not about immobile
commitment to God.
contemplation nor the search for moral perfection but
instead a penetration into the movement of the Word
In preparing the Order’s Jubilee, we must be particularly of God. Consecrated life is under the Mystery of the
present in a very special manner. It is a duty we owe Transfiguration that is represented in the cross.
to ourselves and to younger generations. What do the
young expect from us?, What can we offer to those These are just a few of the thoughts Fr Bruno comwho are searching? What can help them to discover in municated in support our path as consecrated women.
their hearts God’s call and help them respond?
Meeting Sister M.Therese Clement O.P, DSI
The three days spent together provided us with a great- Coordinator and Sister Else Britt, DSE Coordinator
er awareness of our lives in Christ, the incarnated Word, was very positive because they conveyed to us the mesto project the light that He brought into the world, the sage of the Dominican sisters throughout the world and
only one which can overcome the darkness surrounding allowed us to better understand what DSI and DSE are
today’s man who is drowning in the pursuit of his pro- and how they are organized.
found desire for happiness.
Their work is highly valued to favour a greater collaboThe Lectio Divina guided by Sister Ilaria Negri ration among the various Congregations present world2
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wide. Sister M. Therese believes that if together and in
a collaborative and constructive manner, we can find the
adequate answers to many of the issues that challenge
us today. We are bound by duty to preach the Gospel.
This is the key element of our lives and of our conversion. Let’s share views, listen to each other and mutually benefit of our differences. Allow our differences to
stimulate our curiosity and to be able to see the different
colours of God’s love in the lives and missions of one
another. We are the adoptive family, let’s share the values which make us a family.

February 2015

have the duty, far from easy, to maintain contacts, to
foster collaboration, to encourage opening hearts and
minds to conceive the Dominican life open to broad
horizons. Communicate to know each other. To this
end, websites of our organizations, magazines and
whatever can bring us closer should be viewed because a
word either said or listened, eyes crossed, hugging each
other, ideas shared, the prayer we celebrated, should not
carry the label illusion but rather become an ideal to
be achieved together.

This is the wish for the New Year in God. Mary, MothA family which encourages us to let go, not to own, not er of the Incarnated Word, Hold us in Your heart of
to possess as a condition to love. If we are unable to Mother to warm ours. We will tell the world a renewed
give and receive hug.
YES full of joy.
DSI has 24,000 religious women scattered in five “behold, i am the servant of the lord; let it be to me according to
continents, 7,000 in Europe alone. Both DSI and DSE your word” q

DUSSELDORF MEETING OF YOUNG SISTERS
“Dusseldorf Process” (January 2 -4, 2015)
Britt-Nelsen, DSI’s Continental Coordinator for
Europe, who gave an overview of the activities of
Dominican Sisters Europe in the past year and thanked
the Prioresses of this Continent for their collaboration
and commitment to this meeting of their young
Sisters in Dusseldorf. She further emphasized the need
for continued Dominican preaching in Europe in which
the role of Dominican Women preachers was of paramount importance and used the well-received slogan:
“Europe may be old, but it is not yet dead.” She also
spoke to the well-known multi-lingual and multi-cultural
challenges of collaborative mission faced by Dominican
Congregations in Europe and emphatically stated
Representatives of young Dominican Sisters of that they were surmountable since “in themselves” she
Europe gathered at the Convent of the Dominikanerinnen stressed, “these challenges are gifts, not impediments.”
Unserer Dienenden Frau in Dusseldorf, Germany for
reflection and discussions on the theme “Fraternal Sister Marie Therese Clement, DSI’s International
Correction and the Chapter of Faults.” This topic arose Coordinator, was then invited to share a few insights
out of the Sisters’ wonderings and desires to enhance on DSI. She spoke of the work of DSI in the context
the quality of their community life and to provide the of Dominican Family Life and indicated how gatherbest possible avenues for the important virtue of Mercy ings such as the Dusseldorf Process were occasions
in Dominican life, to be more fully lived out in their for strengthening our family ties using our diversity to
communities.
strength our collaborative mission. This is why; she explained that DSI takes special interest in the younger
Needless to say, the energy that surrounded the members of our Congregations bringing them together
discussion of this topic as well as the Sisters joy at to talk and to listen to one another. It is only in so doing
meeting one another again, created a great family that the barriers of fear of the other and the skepticism
atmosphere in which sisters were sharing news of of a territorial style of engaging in the mission could be
themselves, their missions, the new orientations of broken.
their Congregations and their future aspirations for
Dominican Life.
She described our family as a sacred dwelling place where
our identify is formed, where we learn discipline, where we
The meeting started with opening remarks by Sr. Else- experience the paradoxical reality of stability and constant
3
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DUSSELDORF MEETING OF YOUNG SISTERS
“Dusseldorf Process” (continued)
responsibility to correct members of their communities
whose actions are harmful to the common good. This
distinction appeals for prudence while it informs
practices of fraternal correction to respect individual
and community freedom while promoting mutual trust
and adherence to the rule(s) of life both for the sake of
the common good and for the spiritual development of
the individual.
change; as joy present in the midst of suffering, a place
where forgiveness is possible and is experienced and
that mercy becomes a mutual gift that we bring to one
another in our woundedness. T his confluence of
realities in community living, she said, makes us open
and ready to respond to God’s creative and redemptive
power by a total gift of ourselves to God and to the
service of one another in our communities and to others.
Sister gave an update of our solidarity with our Sisters
in Iraq and encouraged us to continue to pray for them.
We were also reminded of the Jubilee Celebrations and
were invited to participate and to assist with the planning and preparation for the Pilgrimage of young Sisters
along the foot steps of St. Dominic lead by the Master
of the Order, Fr. Bruno Cadoré from July 1 -14, 2016.

Sr. Franziska Madl of the Congregation of Regina
Sacratissima Rosarii, shared three stories related to the
topic “The Mercy of God and Yours” in which the need
for some ritual or specific times set aside for community
reconciliation was highlighted. Those moments she
underscored, may serve as reminders of what we each
need to do individually and to pay attention to as community in order to create harmonious community living.
The Chapter of Faults as it was know prior to the 2nd
Vatican Council, is no longer practiced by most communities. Sister Lucia Peters from the Dominicans of Saint
Margaret & the Holy Apostles, Hungary, was asked to
share her experience of fraternal correction in her
community who retained and practice a modern version
of this spiritual exercise. She provided the context for
her sharing in the recommencement of public
Religious Life which was repressed for over 40 years
in her country. She described, a gap of about 40 years
during which time Religious Life went underground
because of Communism; there was no community life
until 1991 when they recommenced with 10 Sisters who
were for the most part 60 years of age and older. In the
1st year of recommencement, 11 young women joined
their community and they quickly realized that they
could not live religious life as they had 40 years prior.

The main presentation on the theme of the weekend
was made by Father Vivian Boland O.P. who prefaced
his presentation by making the observation that ‘it
seemed that some brothers and sisters in the Order were
expressing a need for some ritual or process of reconciliation or mutual forgiveness in community. Seemingly,
they imagine that the Chapter of Faults provided this
process in the past and that therefore something like it
should be introduced again.’ Father invited the gathering
to consider giving greater importance to conversation One of the 1st areas of learning for sisters was conflict
on fraternal correction instead of the chapter of faults management and resolution both at personal and comsince the former appears to be foundational to the latter. munal levels owing to differences in values and ideologies
inculcated during the time of the repression. In the
He offered perspectives from Thomas Aquinas on early days they called it “that’s how I see you – events” which
fraternal correction in which the virtue of charity is they did on a one-to-one basis; then, in community, they
placed at the heart of the subject while he highlight- each shared a positive attribute and a criticism of the
ed the distinction made by Aquinas between fraternal way in which community life was being lived. This form
correction commanded by charity and that command- worked for a while but for various reasons, such as time
ed by justice. In the first instance, fraternal correction constraints, growing discomfort with the form, it fell
commanded by charity supposes a context of love and out of practice with the formal structure and frequency
friendship that makes correction easier for both parties that it once had. Fraternal correction is nonetheless still
since it is focused on the wellbeing of the individual. considered part of their observances. Their sisters are
Fraternal correction as justice on the other hand, has a first introduced to it during formation where it is practiced
more communitarian or public dimension which some- on a monthly basis and with less frequency among
times carries a punitive component. This latter form of Professed Sisters.
correction is reserved for Superiors, as it is part of their
4
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Great discussions ensued from these presentations in small language groups and the following are some expressed
comments, and desires of the of the sisters for further reflection:
o Conflict between two sisters affects the whole community and while one and one conversation is important,
sometimes things need to be managed and resolved at the community level.
o May be Congregations with a ritual in place that is working should keep it and possibly find new ways of making it interesting and appealing to their sisters. “We seem to be producing workaholic Sisters.” While necessary,
occupies most of our time and many communities are too busy to spend time getting to know one another.
This affects the building of trust and openness among Sisters.
o The practice of forgiving and receiving forgiveness seems to be increasingly difficult in community and thus
the provision of special community structures, spaces, times set aside for reconciliation could help.
o May be the name Chapter of Faults should be changed for a more appealing name and that the original focus
be revisited to help address the bad experiences that some Sisters have had with the old application of the
Chapter of Faults.
o Do we have a culture of asking for forgiveness? How could we preach forgiveness to the world in this present
context of conflict and war? Is there peace without reconciliation? May be this should be the topic for
reflection at the next Dusseldorf gathering. q

DSI - Engagements First Quarter
International Coordinator
Mission in Rome:

FEBRUARY
Congregational Meeting St. Lucia, Trinidad & Tobago February 14-March 7

Overseas Mission:

MARCH
Annual UN “Commission on Women Status” New York, USA - March 8-15
APRIL
CODALC COMMISSION Bogota, Colombia - April 23-27

International Promoter of Justice and Peace

Mission in Rome:

FEBRUARY
OP Promoters, Promoters of UISG JPIC; Refugees Group; Brazilian Religious in Rome
JPIC Dominican Family, National Commission of JPIC
Ecclesial Net Pan Amazonic

MARCH

UISG JPIC Promoters
Overseas Mission:

UN Commission on the Status of Women - New York, March 06-20
Meeting of North American Promoters of JPIC (Friars & Sisters) – Chicago,
March 22- 27
APRIL
Justice and Peace Workshop: Dili, East Timor - 6-27 April
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SISTER DIĀNA’S DANCE
DANCE...
PICTURES...
		

POETRY...
these are different from all other things.
They do not exist, they come into being again and again; always new.
That is why they give you pleasure, eternal joy
That is why they raise you up
They raise us up, high up....up to God.” (Rainer Maria Rilke)
text is danced, sometimes only one word, sometimes
a sentence. The dance units take place in silence, only
accompanied by some music. With each motion they
lead you deeper and deeper into silence and towards an
attentive vision, nearer and nearer to God, nearer and
nearer to yourself. Right to your true self and to the
true God.

Sr. Diāna Cermane OP - Dominican Sisters of Bethany

About twelve years ago I got the opportunity to experience
motion as prayer. That is how I discovered anew our
Father Dominic and his nine different ways of praying.
They helped me to go forward – to dancing.
There, in this experience, my soul got wings.
There, I had the experience that God can be quite
different.
There, I had the experience that I can meet Him
quite differently
and I could experience just a of little eternity.
A great number of people accompanied me on this way,
my Sisters in my Religious Community, my teachers and
the group that prays and dances with me.
For me dancing has become a deep personal prayer that
connects me with other people and with God in the
same deep and personal way. It is a prayer that does
not simply exist but always comes into being again, and
every time differently.
In all the various forms of sacred dance, evenings with
sacred dance and spiritual exercises with sacred dance,
we are guided by a Bible text. Sometimes the whole

In the last few years a new form of spiritual exercises
came into being where longer units of sacred dance
alternate with Bible exegesis and exercises of contemplation. All this is to help the soul to get deeper and
deeper into contact with the Word and the Mystery
of God; Into a deeper contact with the Church, the
Sacraments and the Community.
For people who do not have any relationship with
God, dancing sometimes is an opportunity to speak,
even to speak about God. Sometimes motion is also
the only possibility of hoping to communicate and to
making oneself understood; - quite a special form of
evangelisation and preaching.
I have been invited by other religious denominations
to supervise sacred dancing and thus our dance group
has prayed together with Baptists, Protestants and Orthodox.
In the town of Riga, interested people can take part in
sacred dancing on two evenings every month and once
a month there is a day of spiritual exercises with dance,
Bible exegesis and contemplation. Once or twice a year
we also offer several days with sacred dance, combined
with spiritual guidance and one-to-one conversations.
So far seminars of sacred dance have taken place in
Lithuania, in the Ukraine and in Moldavia.
For eight years now I have been working as a dance therapist in the prison for women in Riga. And here sacred
dance is my method of working. Sometimes the seven
minutes of a dance unit are the only moments of silence
and full attentiveness that these women ever experience.
6

MISSION BRIEF 							

February 2015

I am learning a lot from the lecturers of the Institut für Meditation des Tanzes”. Sacred Dance was founded
by Professor Bernhard Wosien (Tänzer, Ballettmeister, Choreograph und Maler, 1908-1986) in the seventies
and it was further developed by Friedel Kloke-Eibl, his pupil and assistant. In 1981 she founded the “Stichting Sacred Dance” in the Netherlands and in 1990 the training institution “Meditation des Tanzes – Sacred
Dance in Deutschland”.
I am grateful for every movement, for each step!
“Oh Man, oh Woman, learn to dance. Otherwise the Angels in Heaven won’t know what to do with you!”
(Saint Augustine) q
The centre for Islamic Studies in Ciaro, sponsored by the
Province of France Invites French-speaking Dominican Friars
and Sisters to its 4th Workshop of Introduction to Islam & Interreligious Dialogue from July 4 -16, 2015 in Ciaro, Egypt.
•
•

Participants will be responsible for paying their airfare and other transportation costs and pocket money.
The Centre assumes all other expenses for the workshop.
This workshop is offered every two years either in English or in French. Workshop for English Speakers
will be in July, 2017 To Register Please visit: www.dsiop.org

The 59th Session of the UN Commission on the status of Women at the UN Headquarters, New York will be held
from March 9-20, 2015. As in previous years, DSI will be counted among the Non-governmental Organizations
present for this Commission. DSI representatives from the 5 Continents along with Sisters Marie Therese Clement
and Celestina Veloso Freitas will join our UN Representative Sr. Margaret Mayce for a great experience of delving
into a worldwide preoccupying subject and reflect upon our Dominican engagement in the reality of women in the
world today.
Visit our website: www.dsiop.org and facebook: DSI DominicanSisters for highlights of this experience.
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