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Each year the Dominican Order makes
a Pilgrimage to Knock, Co Mayo, the
National Shrine of Our Lady Queen of
Ireland. This year we celebrated
60years of pilgrimage (1954-2014). The
principle celebrant was Rev Fr Gregory
Carroll OP, prior provincial.
The homilist was Fr Brian Doyle OP, St
Saviours, Dublin.
The choir was the Aquinas Singers
from Newbridge College, and they
certainly made the liturgies so very
prayerful. The Dominican Magnificat
was prayerfully sung, and this especially
brought the Spirit of joy to the hearts
of all Dominicans present.

The Programme for the day was:
Anointing of the Sick, Mass, Benediction
& the Rosary Procession from the
Basilica to the place of apparition which
took place in the year 1879 at the gable
end of Knock parish church.
The youth were catered for very well.
Some even climbed Croagh Patrick in
the early morning before making their
way back for the ceremonies. Others
arrived just in time for a
few words by brothers
Damien & Jesse OP and Fr
John OP on the Rosary.
The Dominican pilgrimage
this year saw the close of
the basilica as we know it.
We look forward to
celebrating in the newly
refurbished Basilica next
year. ■
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Editorial
Dear Readers,

The months of November and December are a time of heightened loneliness and
upset for so many people, young and old. The hype to celebrate what, for many, is
the Mid-Winter festival and for others a commemoration of the birth of Jesus further
exaggerates the loneliness and anxiety of those who feel left out, cast aside.
At Christmas time one year, in my professional capacity as a nurse, I visited a
young, deserted mum with five small children. She was in a state of anxiety because
she had no money, so Santa wouldn’t be visiting that year. Her 9 year old son said
"Mammy, we can sit around the fire, in the dark, and you tell us stories like you did
before." She was in tears at the boy’s words. I contacted Barnardos who supplied her
with food and toys that the public had handed in. How many others were like her
that year, every year?
When I make my Christmas cakes and puddings I always make an extra one of each
for my Traveller Family who have been coming to our door for the past 27 years.
Second Corinthians 9:7-8 says:
"Each one should give, then, as he has decided, not with regret or out of a sense of
duty; for God loves the one who gives gladly. And God is able to give you more than
you need for yourselves and more than enough for every good cause."
— Anne Marie Lee
(Contributions may be emailed to <amfsweeneylee @hotmail.com>
or posted to: Anne Marie Lee, 48 Allen Park Road, Stillorgan, Co Dublin)
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Chapter News
Ne w Chapter in Castleknock
A New Chapter has been formed in Castleknock, so we take this opportunity to
wish them well, and may the blessings of St Dominic and St Catherine envelope
them now and into the future.
Albert, President of
Our Lady
Immaculate of the
Rosary chapter,
receiving the white
Scapular at the
inauguration of the
new Lay Dominican
chapter, Castleknock.
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The Ne w La y Dominican Chapter, Castleknock

Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Chapter, Belfast.

Dr. Gaven Kerr (and his daughter Evelyn), Christina Martin, Fr. Martin Graham,
Michael O'Toole, Leah Gaines, Michelle Beirne.
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A Testimony …
Our working roles, family roles and
especially our own unique talents
afford numerous opportunities to
express and testify to the beauty and
joy of God’s creation. This is where the
Dominican charism of preaching comes
in. Admittedly, I was tentative at first
about whether I could meet the
requirements of a preaching vocation.
However, I soon realised that the call
to evangelise through preaching has a
home in the most simple and ordinary
experiences of everyday life.

Tr uth of the F aith
Many times in the past I have been
asked to explain or defend tenets of
Christianity among friends and family.
What’s more, I soon learned that, with
the backbone of prayer and scripture,
study and preaching can take many
forms. I have found the words of
former Master of the Dominican
Order, Timothy Radcliffe OP, illustrate
this character of preaching in a very
heartening way. He writes,
“Preachers must discover their own voice
and their own way of being, otherwise
they will not speak authentically. Some
… Dominicans preach through art, others
through writing or speaking, or by
working for justice, or just by the silence
of the monastic life.”1
As well as studying language, I also
love to write, to read fiction and to
paint. I can see in the Dominican way

the recognition of art as a medium to
express the truth of the faith,
something for which even Saint John
Paul II, in his Letter to Artists in 1999,
encouraged artists to strive. Indeed, my
favourite works of art and fiction are
the ones that achieve this reflection of
God, sometimes, as is the case with
Tolkien for example, without
necessarily realising it!

A P ersonal Journe y
The road to Reception has been a
fruitful one. Having frequented the
Queen’s University Catholic Chaplaincy
for worship and study during my time
thus far as an undergraduate, I feel
comfortable there. However, although
I knew there existed a chapter of
Dominicans in Queen’s at that time, I
felt it would be of more assistance to
my process of discernment to venture
outside of my comfort zone and pursue
the Dominican vocation in a new area
where I could meet other Dominicans
outside of my university life.
Therefore I travelled instead to
Lagmore in Belfast to attend the
meetings of Our Lady Seat of Wisdom
Chapter. I found the meetings to be
thoroughly beneficial, insightful and
enjoyable. I was excited to make my
reception into the Order at the vigil
Mass for the Feast of the Assumption.
Now I am continuing my formation as
a novice, after which I hope with the

5

help of God to arrive at profession next
year. Thus far, I have been blessed to
have formed and strengthened
friendships in the Dominican family,
who have welcomed me with care and
enthusiasm. I have even gotten the
opportunity over the past year to meet
many Dominican Sisters and Friars who
have been truly welcoming and
encouraging. Later in September I will
embark on a work placement in Spain
as part of my Queen’s studies, where I
pray that, in order to enrich my
formation process, I will also be
afforded the chance to visit Calaruega
and other sites in the country
intimately associated with the life of St
Dominic and the Order. I thank God
for this Dominican path that he has
allowed me to tread, and pray for his
guidance through the rest of this
journey.
Our Lady Seat of Wisdom, pray for us.
– Christina Martin
1.

Dates for
your Diary
• Regional Meeting Kilkenny, Athy,
Newbridge. Saturday 25th at 3pm.
Kilkenny. Speaker Alan O'Sullivan OP.
-0-

• Provincial Council Meeting will
take place on Sat January 10th 2015.
-0-

• Presidents’ Meeting will take
place on Saturday January 24th 2015.
-0-

• Dominican Association Meeting
on Thursday January 29th 2015.

Timothy Radcliffe
OP. Introduction.
The Dominican
Way. Ed. by Lucette
Verboven
(Continuum:
London, 2011)
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Dominican Family Day
29th September 2014.
At the beautiful setting of Newbridge
College, Co Kildare, on a bright
Autumn day, the Dominican Family of
the Irish Province celebrated the
coming together of the four branches
of the Family: Friars, Nuns, Sisters and
Laity, and also associate members.
Fr Rui Lopez OP, promoter general of the
family, was the main speaker for the day.
There is always a great buzz at a
gathering like this and one can sense

the joy of being together as a family.
The hospitality shown by the
Newbridge Community was very much
appreciated, so we offer a special
thanks both to Fr Joe Dineen OP, prior
of Newbridge, for allowing us to hold
the day at the College, and to the
Dominican Association of Great
Britain and Ireland for organising and
bringing the family together each year.
A wonderful day was had by all.
- Patricia Kelly

Fr Rui Lopez OP, Patricia Kelly, Niamh Smith and Tara Wheelan
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Extr acts fr om F r Rui’ s Talk
“Allow the breath of God to inspire
our words”
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Thanks for your invitation to this
meeting and for the possibility you give
me to share with you this reflection.
You ask me to speak about a very
interesting theme – that the Word we
preach isn’t our word; it’s a gift from
God that we propose with our human
fragility, like clay pots as Saint Paul
used to express.
We know of course that the truth is a
quality of the Word of God, but very
often I see that we use the Word of
God to support our theological or
spiritual convictions, and not the other
way around. I think there is a risk that
the Catholic Church doesn’t serve the
Word, but takes the Word of God as
support for its doctrine. To be taken
by the Word of God like a breath
means being open to this gift,
including the risk that the Word
represents, because this breath can
change many of our previous schemas.
Let me share with you some ideas
about that.

The pr ophet Elijah a t
the mountain
All of you know the moment of the
prophet Elijah on the mountain (1
Kings 19:11-12). He discovered the
presence of God in a slight breeze.
God came, not in powerful signs like
an earthquake, strong wind or fire, but
in a slight breeze. For me the text is a
real invitation to find the slight breeze
or the breath that the Lord uses to
come to reach us in our lives. No
strong signs, just a breath that comes
to our lives.
It may be an invitation for the

important practice of Lectio Divina. We
need to have this contact with the
Word of God. Sometimes I see an
important investment in the
celebration of the Liturgy of the
Hours; and this is very important, but
it is not enough to have involvement
with the Word of God, it must take
place in our hearts and intelligence.
Our big secret and our inspiration, our
rapport with the Word, our priority, is
to make this word flesh in our lives and
in the world. Our respiration must be
the Word of God.
Let us question ourselves about the
place of the Word of God in our
prayer, in our lives and in our
preaching.

F r eedom and
itiner ancy
Another important matter of this
breath is the liberty that this breeze
offers. One of the most important
values of our vocation is liberty. In our
Dominican Family we always consider
liberty a part of our charisma.
This liberty makes us conscious of our
own responsibility in the development
of our vocation: study, prayer,
community life and of course in the
preaching. There are so many places
both within the Church and outside her
frontier where the Word of God must
be preached with the liberty that those
places and expressions can offer to us.
The Master of the Order in the letter
he addressed about the laity and the
preaching reminds us that the
preaching must be like a conversation.
For me conversation is very important;
in a conversation there are two
important aspects: we listen and we
speak, there is also a very important
moment of liberty. The words of the
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words, concepts,
images familiar to the
people: his preaching
was like a
conversation. Our
preaching, and
specially the lay
preaching, must be a
conversation with all
the liberty and
confidence we can use
in a human
conversation.
The lay provincial
chapter of France asks
me to reflect with
them about the
Dominican Family Attending Mass at Newbridge
openness in the lay
Dominican
conversation go deeper in our lives,
fraternities. There are so many forms
can offer answers to many questions.
of openness possiblefor us: such as
being a place to help those who want
I think often that our preaching
to grow in the faith or to try some
doesn’t reach the lives of the people
because we don’t hear what the people experience of mission with the young
people or to propose times for prayer
have to say to us. We speak so much
and reflection which are open to other
about truth in our preaching, but
maybe the truth stated in a formal way people.
is too alien from people’s lives. We
This breeze of the word drives us to
must remember how Jesus proposed
other places, to other people, with
the truth, not in theory but with
new challenges.

P o v er ty and humility

Sinead Fallon and Andrew Clayton
provided the music and led the singing

Now I want to reflect with you about
another dimension of our Dominican
vocation.
As you know Dominic refused to help
the Crusade against the Cathars. He
wanted to help them to return to the
Church by the example of his poverty
and humility. I think we need to
reflect on what it means to be humble
and poor today; of course it is a
lifestyle. In religious communities it is
obvious that we need to find a style of
life according to the Gospel. Our
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communities and the Lay Dominicans
must present/offer the Holy Preaching
by the example of the simplicity,
poverty and humility of our lives. A
very well-known theologian called
Cristoph Théobald wrote a book called
A Christian Style. I think and maybe
you can help me because I believe
there is also a Dominican style to find
and I think it is not just in an
intellectual sense.
We don’t reflect enough on the
example of Saint Dominic and how he
can inspire us today. For example in
the conversation he had with his host
in Toulouse, a heretic who returned to
the Church after a long night of
conversation. I think how the humility
and simplicity of Dominic touched
him. Dominic took a new way of
preaching where the humility, the
simplicity and the poverty have a very
important place. It’s very important to
preach, but also how we preach with
words, silence and acts. We are
preachers all the time, in different
ways: friars, nuns, apostolic sisters and
laity, because we are invited to make
our lives a continuous preaching where
all must be an announcement of the
Word of God.

around us in our own lives and the
lives of others. Our contemplative
vocation is this capacity to discern the
signs of the times. For us the history,
the present, is a locus theologicus, a place
to feel the presence of God.
When we know that our preaching will
be at same time an announcement and a
denunciation, a word of peace and of
hope, word of love and forgiveness.
To be preachers we must be
contemplative, we must see the events all
around with the eyes of God, to answer
them with his love and his mercy.
Maybe one of the most important
words in our Dominican life is mercy,
something that is in God’s heart and
which we must offer to our world. We
learn what mercy means when we find
God’s presence in us and around us.
We must feel the tender freshness of
this lovely breath; this breath to
preach must transform us. The Master
in his letter on the vocation of the
laity speaks about the preaching and
the experience. The word with
capacity to convince is a word born
from an experience.
- Rui Carlos Antunes e Almeida Lopes O.P

Contempla tion as
the w a y to pr each
Returning to the experience of the
prophet Elijah, we remember that
when he felt the breeze he covered
himself in a sense of adoration. He
felt God’s presence in this soft
breeze.
This breath that sent us to preach
asks us about our capacity to feel
the presence of God all around us.
Our contemplative vocation is also
our capacity to see the world more We watched the Newbridge College students
having a kayaking lesson on the Liffey
deeply, to see the problems all
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What Does it
Mean to be
a Lay
Dominican?
St Dominic founded the Order to
convert the Albigensians and bring
them back into the Church. His desire
was to educate his followers and
thereby create a church of people who
knew their faith. The friars were to go
out and preach in the churches and
give the people an understanding of
what it meant to be a Catholic. This
role of preaching today is so important.
At the time of Dominic, only bishops
could preach. So Dominic spent many
years going to Rome to get permission
for priests to preach. We, living in the
21st century, have a very sophisticated
society. Ordinary citizens can progress
into so many fields of human
endeavour to great heights: in politics,
commerce, and all facets of life – things
that were unheard of in St Dominic’s
time. The church through the guidance
of the Holy Spirit convened the Second
Vatican Council and gave us lay people
a more significant role in the church.
We should take on this role with
enthusiasm and conviction to bring
Christ into the lives of all citizens. It is
not because there is a lack of priests
that lay people should get involved, it
is because that through our living and
practising our faith we are fulfilling

Christ’s command of loving one
another; in Baptism we were given this
role.
Lay Dominicans here in Ireland are an
expanding force. Every one of us
should be proud of ourselves in what
we do as Lay Dominicans. Look at
what we are doing. Prayer is the lifeblood of the church, and we are up to
our ears in it. Don’t let anyone tell you
it is not important. North, South, East
or West, Lay Dominicans are praying.
The Rosary is constantly been said some are saying it privately; others are
saying it publicly in our priories, and in
the convents. Look at the work you are
doing to help the Dominican
Community where you live. This help
has many aspects special ministers,
ministers of the word, baptism teams,
participating in morning prayer,
helping in the day to day running of
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churches, organising and running retreats,
educating the community where you live,
raising much needed finance, prayer
services, Lectio Divina the list goes on.
Our work is spreading, new chapters
are being set up. New members are
joining, being received, and being
professed. Keep up the good work.
Structures are important. As humans
we need to feel a sense of belonging.
Family, whether it be our human
family or spiritual family, helps us to
live better. Our human family
nourishes us, helps us through difficult
times, celebrates our joys, and keeps us on
the right road. Our spiritual family – the
Dominican Family – is one very important
aspect of our spiritual life. Look at the resource
we have in the members of our chapters; the
grouping of our chapters coming together,
whether this is on a regional or a national
basis. We have the help of the priests to
guide us, through the homilies they give,
through their dipping in and out of
our lives. We have a duty to them
so we should be there for them to.
In their prayer-life the nuns are
interceding for us with God to
help us in our trials and
difficulties. They are a source of
ammunition to help us in our dayto-day lives; the sisters who
through their work as teachers
have helped to educate so many of
our older generation. You move up
a stage and we have the European
and world structures. What an
organisation!
St Dominic was a far-thinking
man and we should be proud to be
part of such a family – The
Dominican Family
- John O’Brien
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Obituaries

Rhiann Maguire 1957 – 2004
Rhiann was born in 1957, daughter of Doctor Brian and Megan Maguire.
Her daily Mass in the Dominican Church, Athy, was the most important
event in her day. She joined the Dominican laity, which led to her becoming a
minister of the Word. She attended Morning Prayer of the Church with the
community daily.
While studying in Tallaght for a few years she became involved in a prayer
group there and made many good friends. She also continued to be a lifetime
member of the charismatic prayer group in Athy.
All through her illness she completely put her trust in her God – her great faith
gave her amazing strength and comfort. She never complained. Her whole life
was dedicated to the love and service of God.
Rhiann’s favourite words from scripture were from St Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians (Ch: 3, vv 14-21). To quote Verse 20:
"Glory be to Him whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine"

May her gentle soul rest in peace.
Ann Cleary

Pat McMahon – In Loving Memory
It was with great sadness that we learned of the unexpected death of Pat
McMahon, Youghal, on 27th May 2014. Pat was a lay Dominican for over
30 years and made a huge contribution to the Dominican Family.
She was a woman of prayer and deep faith, and her love of the "Word of God"
was key to her very personal relationship with the Lord. She would often say that
"the Bible was the only book that mattered and that it was God’s opinion of you that
was important and not what others thought". It was this belief that gave Pat the
strength and courage to serve the Dominican Family in so many ways during her
life.
She was a woman of action as well as contemplation, and it is difficult to capture
all the projects that Pat was involved in over the years. She hosted her own "God
Slot" every Saturday night on a local radio station as she wanted to preach the
Word of God. She also spent 2 years in Trinidad with Fr Candon OP to
help with his work. She spent time in the prisons and schools in Trinidad and
was greatly moved by the poverty that she saw.
On her return to Youghal she opened a charity shop to raise funds for Fr
Candon and other charitable causes including the sending of food/clothing
containers to Kurdish refugees. She had a generous heart and was always ready
to help wherever there was a need.
Pat loved being a Lay Dominican and enjoyed attending Dominican Family
events. She loved the social aspects of the meetings and many of us have fond
memories of our singsong at the Annual Lay Dominican Conference in April.
The week before she died, she also attended the Cork /Kerry Regional Meeting
in Ennismore.
Pat died suddenly but peacefully surrounded by her loving family. She was the
beloved wife of the late Pat and loving mother of the late Martina. She is sadly
missed by her loving children, Michael, Catherine, Sheila, Martin and Maria,
daughters-in-law Sheila and Caitriona, son- in-law Kelly, grandchildren, sisters
and brothers, nieces, nephews, neighbours and friends. We keep her family and
friends in our prayers at this sad time. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis.
Nellie Manning

On-going Formation …
STRUCTURE
The formation sessions in Tallaght have
started and are well worth attending.
Session 1: (19 October 2014, 3.30-5.30pm)
Those of you who missed the first one
1.
The spiritual geography of a
please feel free to link in for other
pilgrimage
sessions. Anyone who has visited the
2. A place called Home
lands of Dominic will have renewed
memories of their visit, and those who Session 2: (9 November 2014, 3.30-5.30pm)
haven’t will have a whole new angle on
3.
Ten years in the life of a canon
St Dominic and his life and spirituality.
4. The space of Dominic’s tent is
widened

Ongoing F orma tion
Sessions f or La y
Dominicans

Session 3: (30 November 2014, 3.30-5.30pm)
5.
Who were the Cathars?
6. The nuns

The Priory Institute, Tallaght
(Everyone Welcome)
Session 4: (21 December 2014, 3.30-5.30pm)
– John Littleton
7.
From Fanjeaux to Toulouse
This course consists of six sessions of 2
8. The Dominican Order of
hours each, between October 2014 and
Preachers is established
February 2015. It will be held in
Tallaght, with three weeks between
Session 5: ( 18 January 2015, 3.30-5.30pm)
each session.
9. Who was this man?
Each session will involve a viewing of
10. In the midst of the Church
the DVD series: Dominican Spirituality: A
Retreat with the Life and Lands of Saint
Session 6: (8 February 2015, 3.30-5.30pm)
Dominic (Sr Ann Willits OP), followed
11. What Catherine has to teach us
by a facilitated discussion.
12. The Dominican family
o-o
Cost: €5 per session or €25 for full course.
St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
Websites:
friars: http://www.Dominicanfriars.ie
Contemplative Nuns: www.DominicanNuns.ie
Apostolic Sisters: www.DominicanSisters.ie
Dominican Laity: www.LayDominicans.ie
The designated person for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults in the Dominican Province is: Fr
Vincent Travers OP, St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght Village, Dublin 24. Tel: 01 4048118
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